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Pilot Operations

• Biennial appropriation available to June 30, 2018 



Pilot Lessons

• Work with and via local professionals, 

especially SWCDs along with private service 

providers.

• Each certification is different, and ultimately 

(and appropriately) conducted at the 

producer’s pace.

• Motivations are as varied as the producers; 

financial assistance, regulatory certainty, and 

management ‘check-up’ consistently cited as 

leading motivators.

• Crop Advisors and dealers are trusted 

resources of management records and 

strategies.



MAWQCP status 

…and 260+ signed applications received.



MAWQCP status 

• 2,010 tons of sediment avoided per year

• 2,418 lbs of Phosphorus loss avoided 

per year

• 2,468 tons of soil saved per year

• Nitrogen loss on treated acres projected 

at 49% reduction 



FY16 Operations

• Annual appropriation to June 30, 2016 



Regional Structure

 North-Northwest: East Polk SWCD

 South-Northwest: E.OtterTail/Wadena SWCD

 Northeast: Carlton SWCD

 West Central: Stearns SWCD/TSA Area 2

 Southwest & South Central: GBERBA

 Metro: Scott SWCD/TSA Area 4

 Southeast: Goodhue SWCD/TSA Area 7



Area Specialists, Support Staff

Fiscal Agents manage service areas:

• Area Certification Specialist (ACS) full-time lead staff 

coordinating certification services for each Area

• MDA staffed, area-designated Intermittent Certification 

Specialists; part-time/on-call position for certification support 

• A pool for hourly reimbursement of SWCDs for 

technical assistance or conservation design



Private Sector Participation

Access and engage agricultural expertise in providing MAWQCP 

certification services:

• Pilot project of Crop Advisors/Consultants to work with 

producers  

• Fee for service for conducting MAWQCP farm assessments

• Limited to $5,000/individual Crop Advisor during pilot project 

(FY16)

http://www.centrol.com/default.aspx
http://www.centrol.com/default.aspx
http://www.landolakesinc.com/
http://www.landolakesinc.com/
http://www.grainnet.com/BreakingNews/exitclicks.html?companyID=670&tourl=http://www.AgriSolutionsInfo.com
http://www.grainnet.com/BreakingNews/exitclicks.html?companyID=670&tourl=http://www.AgriSolutionsInfo.com


Statewide Activities - BWSR

1. Promote the MAWQCP through producer 

contacts, newsletters, local papers, radio 

spots, etc. provided by MAWQCP.

2. MAWQCP Program and Assessment Tool 

Training.

3. 10 (brown counties) or 5 (blue counties) 

producer applications by May 31.

Supplying more than 700 new applicants by May 2016 



• Current project with Houston 

Engineering for nutrient 

management updates/precision ag

• Also will host and integrate with a 

new Nutrient Management Planner

Assessment Tool Update

• Updated assessment tool online at: 

https://mnwatercertify.mda.state.mn.us/wqcpapp/





 Existing planning software is 
unsupported on old version of 
Access

 Existing version is not user 
friendly

 New online version integrates 
with MAWQCP Assessment 
Tool

 Produce simplified reports 
farmers will use

 Produce product exportable 
for NRCS, PCA, other 
reporting

Nutrient Management Planner



Partners



Certification & Recognition



www.mda.state.mn.us/awqcp
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